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linal regulation for the relief of their distresses, we have taken this subject
again into our most serious consideration, and are of opinion that these
claimants are entitled to equal attention with the bond holders at our
other Presidencies.

82. But as we wish to avail ourselves of your opinion, in conse-
quence of our letter of the sist January 1784, as to the expediency
of consolidating the Bombay debt with the debts at your Presidency, and
how far the Company's credit and interest in India might be affected
thereby, before we decide on what measures ought finally to be adopted
towards the liquidation of the Bombay bond debt, we do positively direct
you to furnish that Presidency with the means of providing for the
regular payment of the interest thereon, at the same rate of interest
and in the same proportion as you may make provision for the payment
ot the interest on the bond debt of your Presidency, without the smallest
degree of partiality, and should the interest on your bond debt be reduced
at any future period, the interest on the Bombay debt is to suffer an
equal reduction.

We are,
Your affectionate friends,

Nathl. Smith / W. Devaynes / L.
Sulivan/John Motteux/W. Bensley/
Thos. Parry/F. Baring/John Man-
ship/Jno. Woodhouse/Jno. Michie/
George Tatem / J. Smith / Joseph
Sparkes/Jas. Moffatt/Paul Le Mesu-
rier/Hugh Inglis/E. Boehm/R, Hall/

London,                                             Step.    Lushington / John    Hunter /

the  nth April  1785.                          W.  Mills.

Company's General Letter to Bengal.

No   i.

ENCLOSURE
(Vide paragraph 62)
President and Council at Fort St. George.
i. We the Court of Directors of the East India Company do hereby
order and direct that immediately on the receipt of this letter which
will be delivered to you by Lord Macartney you do require the person
who may be the Governor of Fort St. George to resign the charge of
the same to his Lordship, which it is our order should be held by his
Lordship until his departure for Bengal to take the Government General
upon the death, removal or resignation of Warren Hastings Esqr.